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EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES — WRIGHT REPORT 

538. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the report into early childhood services commissioned by the government in 2009 and authored by 
Brenton Wright. 

(1) Why has this report been under consideration for so long? 

(2) What recommendations does the report make about proposed amendments to the education act; will the 
government be implementing all of those recommendations; and, if not, why not? 

(3) Does the government intend to make the report public, and if so, when; and, if not, why not?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(3) I thank the member for Victoria Park for his question. He is referring to the Brenton Wright report into 
early education services in the state, which was done some time ago. The member would be aware that 
a great deal of work has been done in this area to improve services to children before school age. I 
might say that one of the main issues is that the legislation does not allow us to appropriate funds for 
programs below kindergarten age. That is an issue that is being dealt with at the moment.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Does it recommend that you amend the legislation to include zero to three-year-olds?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: What we are considering at the moment is changing that legislation to allow appropriation 
of funds in that age range; that has to occur before we can progress too much further. That is the main legislative 
issue that is being dealt with at the moment. The Brenton Wright report was there to assist government in its 
deliberations in the area of early childhood, below kindergarten age, and that is what it is being used for. It was 
commissioned through the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and there are no plans to make it public.  
 


